Qucsnay and Gournay,          47

men; and it was he who devised the name
" physiocracy " for the science with which they
both occupied themselves at the same time.
To his mind, Go urn ay was as much a physio-
crat as Qucsnay,

Qttesnay's chief postulate was that agricul-
ture should be brought to the highest pos-
sible degree of perfection. He considered all
other industries as dependent upon the tillage
of the soil j and if he demanded freedom for
manufactures and trade, it was because free-
dom of trade, by facilitating the exchange
and working up of the raw products of the
soil, would assure to agriculture the means
of further development " Poor peasants,"
aakt he, <( poor kingdom; poor kingdom, poor
sovereign,"

Gournay, while recognizing the principle
that the promotion of agriculture should be
the chief care of the statesman, devoted him-
self more especially to the solution of the eco-
nomical problems of manufacturing industry
and trade. He noted that competition is the
most effective spur to labor, and that every
man knows better than the government what is
most favorable to his own interest He took
as his motto the words; " Let alone, let pass."1
The ideas peculiar to Gournay, as developed

, laitaez passer."es great pains to prove the iden-
